CHAPTER  V
"COERCION CARSON"
BY THE year 1886, Carson had acquired a leading posi-
tion among his contemporaries at the Irish Bar, Had it not
been for his delicate health, which his critical attack of
pneumonia had permanently impaired, he could have looked
forward to a successful career terminating with an honour-
able appointment to the High Court Bench in Dublin ; his
health alone stood in the way of such an ambition; the
hard work was telling upon him, and he still looked forward
only to some more humble appointment on the County
Court Bench or as a resident magistrate. Few successful
barristers of that or any other day owed less to favour ttian
Edward Carson, whose reputation as a powerful advocate
and a skilful and relentless cross-examiner had bcteome well
established. Hitherto his status had been solely professional:
his life had been limited by his duty as an advocate : he was
in no sense a public figure, nor was he identified in the public
eye by adherence to any cause. He was still a Liberal and a
Unionist,, an admirer of Gladstone; but lie had appeared
on no political platform : his active interest in politics had
ceased ten years back, when his career at the Historical
Society had terminated. Yet he had increased, out of all
knowledge, in power and intellect. Dr* Purser of Trinity
College informed me that it was not generally thought that
Carson would make a striking success in life ; the donnish
mind must necessarily judge a man by academic talent,
; Carson's mind had developed slowly, yet with each year at
the Bar his colleagues saw it growing more formidable.
When he went to the Bar it was as if a plant had been set to
grow in a soil which exactly suited it His increasing com-
petence and ability had not escaped the notice of the Bench
and the leaders of the Bar, and, in 1886, John Gibson,